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cited by Meldrum the wind in parts of the storm area
blew directly towards the probable position of the centre
instead of blowing at right angles to the radius.

As has already been said, observations fail us if we
wish to ascertain the actual phenomena occurring- at
the height of one of the West India hurricanes. At
such a time houses are unroofed, and the general de-
struction of property and danger to life is so great that
in several instances the observers have had to leave
their posts, and self-recording anemometers, for regis-
tering the direction and force of the wind, have been
damaged by the fury of the storm.

We are therefore unable to say whether the tropical
cyclones exhibit the influence of different currents of air
or possibly of a descending blast of cold and dry air
forcing its way to restore atmospheric equilibrium within
the rarefied region of the depression, which is the normal
state of things at the close of one of our storms.

Accounts of the almost incredible violence of the
wind in tropical cyclones will be found in many easily
accessible works, and these need not, therefore, be
reproduced here.

The storms are usually associated with torrents of
rain and violent electrical manifestations, but of all their
accompaniments the storm wave is beyond measure the
most appalling in its effects. Where one of these storms
advances against a low alluvial coast, the sea sometimes
rises in a huge wave and sweeps over the country. This
has happened on several occasions near Calcutta. In
the cyclone of October 5,18G4, the water in the Hooghly
Estuary rose 10-48 feet above the highest spring-tide
level, covering the low-lying lands on the shores awl
occasioning great loss of life. This, however, fell far